Honda Says No to Seat Belt Extenders: Larger Passengers at Risk
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Elizabeth Fisher demands longer seat belts for heavy Americans who can't buckle up

“It's about access for lots of people oul there like me,” says Fisher (in her Honda minivan), “and mostly it's about salety—rfor everybody.”

hen Elizabeth Fisher and her

husband, Alan, decided to

buy a new car two years age,
they spent hours researching the pos-
sbilittes—and not just to find out
abour dealer cosr and mileage per
g,allc-r.. At 5'a" ;.'n:ld over 350 ||'|'s.I
Elizabeth wanted plenty of space,
pEuﬁ seat-bele rxrrndqrs Tha; u'uu]d
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http://www.ifisher.com/people.asp

:l”\‘:lw her to buckle up as m]mr\ed

by law, The Honda Odyssey minivan
they chose seemed perfect, except
that both the dealership in Baton
Reouge and Honda's 1.5, headguar-
ters told them that extenders—which
aren't interchangeable among differ-
ent models—weren’t available,

e |'|'|l.‘:|-' ﬁn_alj}' I:tr||] n:u.',“ nllc =1V,

“that they weren't going 1o provide
them and thar there was nothing 1
could do o get them to provide
them. MNothing.”

In cht, there geas '\-I];Iﬂ{'ﬂ'l.[l'lg
Fisher could do. The 40-year-old
computer programmer promptly
embarked on a campaign to require
all car companies to provide seat
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