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i I have good news about our gala two-day
ANNUAL CONVENTION being held at the Skyline Inn
in New York City on Saturday and Sunday, October
26th and 27th, 1974, Here is how it is shaping up:

SATURDAY, OCTNRRR 26th: "Rep" sessions and
workshops are bein, planned for the afternoon,
from 2-5 PM, covering a number of consciousness-
raising topics of vital concern and interest to
both men and women, fat and thin, some to be led
by professionals. The evening is yours; you'll
have time for dressing up and a leisurely dinner
before the Hot Buffet Party beginning at 9 PM,
featuring "live" music, dancing, fun, games, and
really getting to know each other.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27th: The Official Banquet
begins at 1 PM, with activities that include, in
part, guest speakers of distinction, door prizes,
raffles, music, and, back by "popular ¢« 1and", =
fashion show once again being coordinated by Ms.
Eileen Lefebure. Incidentally, those women who
are interested in modeling, please take careful
note of the article on the fashion show, below.

In addition, the idea has been proposed to
have an Arts & Crafts exhibit by our many talented
members (we know you're out there), which would
include paintings, sculptures, drawings, and other
varied crafts. This one, however, is UP TO YOU
since it would solely depend upon your response.
So please, we're very interested - we hope you
are tool Let us know, as socon ms possible, where
your talents lie and what you have to offer, by
writing to me at G.P.0., Box 819, Brooklyn, N.Y,
11202.

Thet's the up-to-the-minute convention news.
More activities may be added before the entire
prog 1 is finalized. You'll be kept closely in-
formed. A registration form will be mailed to
all members by September 20; any last-minute
information will be printed in the next Newslstter
which will appear (I am promised) before the Con-

vention. Rk ok Aok

WE WANT YOU

By popular demand, we are hoping to again put
on a fashion show as pari of Conven**-1 '74. But
we cannot go searching for models t.... year, as we
were forced to do last year. Many of the models
felt shy at first, but we believe all who took
part in the show thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

This is & FORMAL REQUEST for models. ALL
gizes are needed! We cannot and will not have a
show without you. There is no way we can know
you're interested unless you tell us. Don't miss

out on the fun! The only prerequisite is that
you be able to attend a meeting in New York City
in early October and a rehearsal on Saturday
morning, October 26.

As a special part of this year's Fashion
Show we are inviting all members who sew and/or
desi  their own clothes to add their fashions
to our show. The garment must be mede and/or
designed by a NAAFAn, but can be modeled by
someone other than the designer. All styles will
be officially entered in the show on October 26
at the rehearsal.

Interested? Why not participate? Send a
note to Eileen Lefebure (Fashion Show Coordin-
ator) at 55 Perry St, N.Y.C. 10014, or call her
at (212) 741-3702, or contact the NAAFA office.
Do it now! The show depends on you.
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SHERATON HOTEL ACCUSED
OF DISCRIMINATION

In & recent action, NAAFA brought charges
against the Sheraton Hotel chain, in the form of
e press release that was sent to more than 100 of
the leading newspapers, magazines, and TV and
radio news departments. The text, which is self-
explanatory, is as follows:

"The National Association to Aid Fat Amer-
icans, Inc. (NAAFA), an organization made up of
1000 members in the United States and Canada,
says it has just experienced a taste of the
discrimination thet it cleaims is the lot of wmost
overweight citizens today. The five-year-old
association, based in Westbury, New York, says
that it was recently turned down when it attemp-
ted to reserve banquet facilities in the Shera-
ton Motor Inn at 42nd Street and 12th Avenue in
New York City.

At first the rooms were shown to the group
and offered to them as a site for their annual
convention, to be held this fall. However, when
their convention chairmen tried to reserve the
facilities, she was informed that they had al-
ready been booked to another group. . Subsequent
telephone calls and a visit by two persons
pocing as an engaged couple revealed, that in
truth, the facilities were still available. A
final check by the chairman verified that the
Sheraton still would not rent the hall to NAAFA,
the only national organization that represents
the overweight minority.

NAAFA President William J., Fabrey, a slim
man married to a fat woman, explains that let~-
ters to the Sheraton Corp. in Boston went un-
ansvwered, and that an &__ ial to established

(continued on page 2)



agencies dealing with discrimination was made to
no avail. The various city and state legal
offices, the licensing bureaus, and the private
organizations involved in cases of this kind
all turned a deaf ear, or at most, referred the
complaint to the New York City Commission on
Human Rights. This last agency expre : syme
pathy, but said that the law makes it illegal
to discriminate against people in jobs or
housing due to their age, sex, race, religion,
or national origin, onlz. Diserimination due
to body build is allowed.

In sumarizing the situation, Mr. Fabrey says
that the shoddy treatment by the hotel is "yet
another case of unfair and umwarranted discrim-
ination against fat people" and that "similar
problems exist in employment, in social situ-
ations, in clothing stores, and in medical care.
The association has active programs devoted to
alleviating these and other problems faced by
the overweight American or Canadian.”

Noting that recent medical research seems to
indica: that about 20 - 50 million people are,
for metabolic and hereditary reasons, likely to
stay fat permanently, NAAFA feels that "the only
fair solution to these problems is to eliminate
discrimination wherever it exists," *xx

As stested above, this press release was : t
out only after normal channels of action were ex-
hausted. Some of the agencies to which formal
complaints were submitted, and from v :h -~
satisfaction was received, were the follon.u:
District Attornies of NYC, and NY State; NYC and
NY State Divisions of Human Rights; Better Busi-
ness Bureau of Metro. NY.; NY Civil Liberties
Union; NYC Consumer Affairs Dept.; NY State Con-
sumer Protection Board; and several others,

Since the release was issued, several pub-
lications have expressed interest, but only one or
two have really investigated the story. The
Sheraton Corporation headquarters have refused to
talk to the press, saying they must remain silent
on the advice of their attorney, apparently fear-
ing a potential lawsuit. NAAFA, of course, is in
r.o financial position to even consider undertaking
any form of legal action other than that already
completed. Even simple courtroom procedures are

jpensive, and as yet NAAFA has no legal defense
fund.

As this issue of the Newsletter goes to press,
NAAFA continues to use the Sheraton example in its
occasional interviews with the press, when asked
for examples of discrimination, even though many
publications are hesitant to cerry articles that
are uncomplimentary to major advertisers. One
interesting development: A letter just received
from the Sheraton Corporation coumsel in Boston
has requssted that NAAFA refrain from any more
adverse publicity until the matter is fully dis=-
cussed and negotiated with the manager of the
local Motor Inn in question. Any further progress
will be the subject of future articles in this

Newsletter.
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There is no god but Thin, and Ridicule is its prophet.
-- WFK

1974 ELECTION RESULTS

NAAFA held its annual .ection in June. All
members were sent a ballot by mail; there were 105
ballots returned. The official count was done on
June 28 by the Election Committee in an open meet-
ing." The results were:

Karen Wynne-Cohen 69

Florane Sclar 64
Cathy Mclain 57
Ernest Harff 51

Natalie Allon, Ph.D. 46

* Wynne-Co. , Sclar, and McLain were elected
to three-year terms on the Board of Directors; the
terms expire on Jume 13, 1977. _J

NAAFA NOTES
TEEN-AGE ™™ PALS

In October, the Rochester Chapter of NAAFA,
under Karen Wynne-Cohen, Chairperson, will be
initiating a Teen-Age Pen Pal Program for teens
who have responded to NAAFA's Overweight Teenager
brochure. The project has already received the
approval of the Board of Directors, and more than
100 teen-agers have already requested application
forms. Further details will be available soon.
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RECORDING SEC™™™*‘RY NEEDED

The NAAFA Board of Directors is in urgent
need of a Recording Secretary for regular board
meetings. Applicants should be able to attend
meetings approximately ten times a year on Friday
nights in the New York Metropolitan area; and
should be able to take minutes (shorthand not a
must) and type them afterward. Interested NAAFA
members are invited to contact Vice-President
Eileen M. Lefebure, c/o NAAFA Office in Westbury.

LEL SRR

MELANI® ®*RANQES

NAAFA extends good wishes to Ethel Weiss and
her husband Jim on the arrival of their new
daughter in late August. Dr. Weiss is Chairman of
NAAFA's Advisory Board.

A Poem
by Judy Freespirit
Fat and round and beautiful
I sit and walk and dance
With grace and charm
With eager mind
And loving heart
Yet find no joy
In the normal world
Which turns to me
A cold, thin back
And tells me I
Should have more self control

And be like them'










